PLAIN TRUTH 


BY A 


Handful of PLAIN Mex: 
OR, A 


SECOND SRT 
; FROM THE 
| c OGUNTRY 


| Directed to the Very Reverend the 
|  MoDERAToR of the enſuing Ge- 
NERAL ASSEMBLY. 


E P 
2 — - — . 1 7 
als 3 
4 , " 
, 
A * 


EDINBURG H, 
Printed in the Year M. DCC. XXXV. 


Fl 


CCOICIEDO IEC: ICONS 


. 2 
* 


SSS eee 


Very Reverend Sir, 
As T Year we told you who we were, 


and what our Principles. We pro- 
poſed our Difficulties to you, to 
which we had no Return; but 
now we underſtand you were taken 
up reſcinding your own Acts, for which, as we, 
who are at a great Diſtance, hear, ſome of your 
Brethren, not far from you, give you very little 
Thanks; and much of your Time was ſpent in 
Diſputing and Reaſoning ore againſt another. 
Theile, with other Things we are informed of, 
and too well know, give us ſuch Pain, as that 
they have occaſioned this our ſecond Cry to you. 
But e'er we begin, we muſt tell you, That tho? 
we know nothing of State. Matters, and are as 
little taken up in Politicks, yet we continue haps 
py- in not a few worthy, ſufficient and conde- 
ſcending Miniſters, who grudge no Time nor 
| Pains to inftru& and inform us of what we 
know not; ſo that tho?, in the after Part of this 
our Addreſt to you, we mention Hiſtory, and 
other Things you may think too high for poor 
Countrymen, yet impute not theſe to us, but to 
the Labonrs of our learned and godly Miniſters. 
Allow us then, very Reverend Sir. 
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Firſt, To cry 6 Wt hen; what of the 
Night ? For we rejoice that onr Watchmen are 
not blind, ignorant, dumb, fl:eping,, and loving 
to flumber; but that Scotlaud's chvenanted 
GOD' has given us Watchmen upon her Walls, 
who will not hold their Peace, May we not 
then cry to you, that tho?, for Forty Years paſt, 
we have had a very clear Day of 'Goipel Light, 
with greater Peace than ever our Church or 
Land enjoyed without Interruption 3 yet, are we 


I 


not threatned with our Night approaching? 
For 1s not Chriſt. and his | glorious Golpel, in A 
frignttnl Manner flighted. What then can we 


look for, but that our Houſe ſhall be left to us 


deſolate ? Do not Errors increaſe, and is not the 
ood old Way forſaken, 7ea, our honeſt and up- 


right Miniſters tell us, That the Writings of 


_ thoſe, who were Bulwarks of a Proteſtant Inte- 
reſt. and the Glory of our Land, are now laid 
aſide with no ſmall Meaſure of Contempt? Is 

not à juſt and holy GOD remarkably hiding 

his Face trom us? What then ſhall our End be? 


Is not Impiety increafing, Apoſtacy of many WE 


our Profeſſors open, Hypocriſy manifeſt, and 


ſhall not the 0 all the Earth viſit for 


theſe Things? And what if the amazing Threat- 
nings, mentioned Iſa. vi. ©, 10, II, 12. have al- 
ready taken Place upon us, our moſt eminent 
and lively Goſpel Minifters having a Commiſ- 
ſion to preach Hearers deaf, blind and hard- 


ned, until our Cities be laid waſte without In- 


habitant, our Houſes without Men, and our 
Land be utterly deſolate? And, finally, Are we 
not a Kingdom, in which both ſacred and civil 

| | Perſons 
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Perſons are divided, and can we ſtand? Hence 


Our ſecond Cry is very loud. Have not our 
Diviſions ruined us in former Times? Does not 


the Scripture warn us, that if we bite and de- 


vour one another, we are in Danger of being 
conſumed one of another? And does not Hiſto- 
xy copfirm this? We, poor Countrymen, have 
neither Time nor Capacity to ſearch far into 
ancient Hiſtories 5 but we well know what Hin- 


drance this was to the Eſtabliſhment of Presby- 


tery in England, betwixt 1640 and 1660. what 
Trouble they gave to our late Weſtminfler Aſ- 
Jembly 3 what empty Churches Diviſtons made to 
the moſt eminent and ſhining Miniſters in that 
Land; and what Harm, yea Danger, theſe brought 
to a diſſenting Intereſt there at our late remark- 
able Revolution. And if we look to our own 


Church, did not our Diviſions, into publick and 
Pri vate Reſolutioners, ruin us? For what was 
then to be ſeen, but Miniſters ſuſpending and de- 


Poſing one another? And ſome of us, who are 


now old and gray- headed, with Griet remember, 
that theſe followed us to the Fields, where, with 
Peril of our Lives, we went from one Deſart to 


another, and were obliged to ſeek Safety in 


Mountains, Caves, Woods and Rocks; yet all 


theſe did not unite us; and what fearful Lengths 


ſome of our Dividers were carried into, (for 
when once Men begin to divide from a pure 


Church, who knows how far they may go) we 


. forbear to mention. Is it not alſo certain, that 
Religion, in the Life and Power of it, greatly 
ſuffers by Dviſions, for it is a great Truth, where 
there is moſt Holineſs there always is moſt Peace 


and 
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and where Envy and Strife is, there is Confuſion 
and every evil Work; nor can ic be otherwiſe, 
when we obſerve the Attendants and Conſequen- 


ces of Diviſions; and here theſe frightful, and to us 


ruming Things, appear; tuck as partying and 
plotting one againtt another. Hence the moſt 


manifeſt Partiality, every one ſetting uf for the 


Man of his Party, no Matter if with Rtile dr Rea- 
ſon, or againſt thefſe. Pheſe whonwereitormitrly 
chief Friends, now ſeparated, and becoming 
cold one to another, not on the Head of plain 
Principle, Sin or Duty, but upon a very donbt- 
ful Point, and their different Ad ings in fome 
cdircumſtantiate Caſes; and this carrled co that 
Height, that they refuſe to join in compleat Chri- 
ſtian Communion one with another and thoſe 
Miniſters, whom formerly they could nbt want as 
their Aſſiſtants at Sacramenta!l Admin:ſtramons, 


muſt no more be invited; and hence we the poor 


People divide and crumble into Parties; and, 
in this Caſe, you may be ſure, the moſt groſs 
- Ignorance is diſcovered; the moſt abfurd Con- 
eluſions are aſſerted, and Miniſters not ſpared. 
Tis now the great Things of the Goſpel are no 
more te be heard amongſt us, now our editying 
Fellowſhip Meetings are broken np, and now 


_ theſe. great, good, learned and prudent Men, 


who are at the Helm; muſt by all Means be run 
down g yea, thole whom once we reckoned a 
Bleſſing to hear, be vilified. How then can our 
Spirits but be quite. diſordered, and a praying 
Frame be far from us ? yea, alas, alas! what 
Sin is committed? We cannot then but crv. 
— -2-a9r; pl 


34h. Pare 


Perſons . 


— — 


1 : 
3dly. Pardon us, 1 Sir, to ſay; That 
our oppreſſing Grief is ſo great, and our ſecret 


| Groans ſo heavy, that they muſt have Vent 3 for 


ſome of us have ſuffered for our Adherence to 


our Proteſtant, Presbyterian and Covenanted 
Conſtitutiom and think we would not yet regard 
our Lives in maintaining and owning of theſe, 
-- And a Proteſtant Succeſſion to our Throne, If the 
Royal Family of our preſent and only lawful» 
Sovereign King George 5 yet how ean we but 
cry, when we obſerve the Methods that are ta- 
i ken to maintain and increaſe our Diviſions ; and 
here it may be we ſhall be too plain, but we 
ſpeak Things we know, and have certain Infor- 
mation of. Here then, bold aſſerting of Things as 
Scripture Truth, and Chriſt's Legacy, which the 


ſober Enquirer cannot find to be ſo. Hence theſe 


- Pamphlets, ſome of which we have ſeen, muſt 
have a great many Quotations of Scripture in 


them, and we, poor People, if we but ſee-theſe, we 
ask no further, tho?, in the mean Time, they are 
nothing to the Purpoſe. Hence Clamour muſt 


be raiſed againſt. and bad Names given to theſe 


Miniſters, who will not think, ſpeak and a& as 


they would. Yea, is it fo, that ſome Miniſters a- 


bout Forth, make no Scruple to baptize Children 


who are brought to them from other Congrega- 
- tions; and can it be true, that even the Children 


of ſome Parents, who are known to be ſcanda- 


laus, and all this without the leaſt acknowledg- 


ing the Miniſters of theſe Pariſnes. And then, 
Sir, in ele&ing Members to your enſuing Gene- 
ral Aſſembh, we — — in too 


many Places, is, the learned, old, experienced, 


ſobers 


| . 
fober · minded, and ſuchi as are hearty Friends to 
the. Ereſer vation of our Conſtitution, and there- 
fore earneſtly with a good Underſtanding bet wit 
Kirk and Court, theſe muſt be paſſed, by and laid 
aſide, yea Year after Year, even tho? it comes. 
to their Turn to be choſen ; and the young, un- 

experienc'd, but warm, theſe muſt be fixed on; 
and therefore, we Country Elders who are eaſi- 
ly impoſed upon by ſpecious Precences, mutt all be 
brought up againſt the Day of Election, taught 
our Leſſon, and then the Job is done. And as 
to the Elder or Elders, that are ſent Members 
to the Aſſembly, thoſe Nobility or Gentry, who 
are known to be Perſons of Knowledge, Influ - 
ence, and ſteady Affection to our Intereſt in our 
Church and State, thoſe alſo, tho? named, muſt. 
be overlooked, and fuch who are not ſo well 
qualified, muſt; in ſeveral Places, be choſen. Nor 
is it in this Inſtance onlv; that Nobility and Gen- 
try, who are our beſt Friends, are diſregarded 
and, diſobliged, but in other Mutters alio that 
concern them, which come betore Church Judi- 
catories; and we have heard ſome of our wor- 
thy Miniſters ſay, That the late famous Hiſtori- 
an, Biſhop Burnet, in his late, Hiſtory,. notices - 
three: Things which overturned. Presbytery in 
our late Times, fe wit, our puſhing Things:with. 
too much Violence, z our diſregarding and diſo- 
bliging Nobility and Gentry; and then our Di- 
viſions among ourſelves; which, ſays he, Papiſts 
and Prelatiſts ſecretly, but with great. Induſtry, 
fomented.: Henan be ono 
Athh. Who warm their Hands at the Fire, 
_ while: you yourſelves blow it up? Who run a- 
; 88 | way 
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way with che Pri ut A ene eontend ing 
and diſputing one wirh another? And do not 
Satan and Rome ſecretly fomenth atid' rejoice at 
yoar Diviſions, that hereby Feu may be diver- 
ted irom more neceſſary Work, Luch as, oppoſing 
Error, like Miniſters ot Chriſt, and Menfoers ö 
his myſtical Body, exciting and enteuraging one 
another in the Lord's Work; and therefore con- 
ſulting with one another how to cafry 6h the - 
great Ends of the Golpel, and to guard abd warn 


us, poor People. againſt tke Activity and Inffuence 


of trafficking Jeſuits, who; we hear, are nôw in 
Abundance aàmongſt us. Tell it not in Gathʒ that 
while, in our Neighboùr Nation, both Churchmten 
and Diſſenters are joining together in a ſtated 
preaching againſt Popery, and diſputing with Pa? 
E yet the Church of Scotland, who was once 

amous, we may ſay, above all others, for her Teal 
againſt Popery, ſhould now be aſleep, and, in 


Room of oppoſing the common Enemy, ſhould be 


ſtrengthning their Hands, by contending one witn 
another, about Things wherein this Church, yea; * 
the Weſtminſter Aſſembly itſelt, could never come 
| to any poſitive or fixed Concluſion. Yery Reb 
rend, Are not ſubſtantial Errors abounding 2 Is 
not Religion, in the Lite and Power of it, decays” 
ing? Do not we People need to have our Cove 
| nants explained to us, and put in Mind of dur 
Obligations to hold by them? And are not the 
Eyes of every true Proteſtant and honeft Presby- 
terian upon this enſuing Aſſembly ? And; above 
all, does not our Lord and his Apoſtles, by the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments, call us to Unity; and theres 
fore to forbear ànd forgive dne another? 1 | 
| | | nal 77 
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nally, are not we People to be warned, leſt we be 
led away with the Errors of the Wicked; what 
then are we doing? But we muſt forbear, and 


leave theſe our poor Country Hints before you. 


5 Only we beg your Patience, . while we name to 


you two Paſſages, the firſt whereof makes us fear, 


and the laſt greatly affeced us. At a Meeting of 


ſome of our Miniſters, where ſome of our Preache 


ers were with them, we heard them diſcourſe of 


the Cunning of Jeſuits. to overturn. à Proteſtant 
\ Intereſt, and therefore to raiſe and increaſe Di- 
viſions; of which they gave this particular In- 


ſtance, that, in our late Times in England, the 


Jeſuitical Party turned themſelves into all Shapes, 
and whatever Side they eſpouſed, they were all 
Flame for it, and all Fury againſt others, until 
that Church was broken into Pieces: And we well 
well remember of a Sermon preached at Bothwel, 
which was full of Heat, and had the moſt mourn- 
ful Conſequences: And is it not certain FaR, that 

in the laſt Times of Presbytery, ſome who were 
the moſt zealous Preſſers of our Covenants, be- 
came afterwards the maſt violent and bloody 


Perſecutors. Theſe Things, we know, make ho- 


neſt Miniſters, with us, fear, and cannot but put 
us People upon our Guard. But what greatly 

affected us, was a Story they told, we think it 
was from the Life of one Philip Henry, whom 
- -was in bis Fudement Presbyterian, others who 


| were Etiſcopal.'and a third Sort mho were of the 


-. Congregational. May, met together. laid down this 
ar an inviolable Article, .: that they ſhould not fo 
much as memion theſe Things wherein wy dif- 

| | fered, 
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fered, but entred into a ſolemn Concert, that they 
would unite their Eudendours in preaoling and 

commending Chriſt, and the Doctrine of Grace, to 
Hearers ; in aavancing true Holineſs. and winuing 
ef Sous. At this we could ſcarce forbear werp- 


mg not- that we have any liking to Prelates, and 


indeed we ha ve no Cauſe, nor that we have any 


Biaſs to the Independent Way, but, to ſee ſo much 


ol Chrift and a Goſpel Temper in Men ot dule- 
rem Opinions. It put us in Mind ot our Apoſt les 
- i preav Ex, Ortation, That, ſo far e we are agreed, 
wos ſhould walk ty the ſame Rule, and mind the 
- ſame Things, belizving and hoping, that if in any 
- Thing others vor other wiſe minded, God mod 
revtal it to them in due lime. Now, Sir, {6:11 
wie, who all own the {ame Cor: f:,,0t of» Faiths 
the ſame Worlhip, Presbyterian Government and 
Diſeiphae, to the Detriment, yea, to the Danger 
of overturning all, divide and crumvle into Par- 
ties, and at jaſt into Pieces, about the Application 
ol ſome of theſe Principles. And indeed we dan- 
not but lament, that the Fire which threatens to 
conſume the whole Church, comes forth firſt from 
the Altar, or you Miniſters; and we poor People 
plainly ſay, that if the Miniſters would agree, we 
would very ſoon be at one. But from all we have 
fai / elo z e ee, ns eee, 
Sthly. We cannot cry, and earneſtly long for, the 
Day, when all petty Differences being laid aſide, 
we ſhall every one of us, for ourſelves, confeſs, 


mourn over our Sins, and in Chriſt return to the 


the Lord. And tho'; very Reverend, we arte no 
Preachers, yet, if dur Apoſtle enjoined Chriſtians 


that 
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and ſhould it pleaſe the Lord to pour out à Spi. 
rit of Conviction on us, with what Sincerity and 


the great God, and then to one another t If, in 
the Goſpel Way, we were turning-to the Lord, 
with what Joy would we embrace and forgive 
one another? How would we lay our plum Dil 
putes aſide, at leaſt, how would we in Love, and 
with all Openneſs, without miſtaking one another, 
far leſs miſrepreſenting them to others, in Meck» 
neſs, Humility, and Willingneſs to receive Light, 
endea vour to inform one another, and ſet them 
right wherein they are wrong, and ſo, by the 
Grace of God, and the Influence of his purcha- 
ſed and promiſed Spirit, come to be one in the 
Lord. We read of a Day appointed for this in 
the Lear 1596. and attended with Power: And 
we with ſomewhat like that Acknowledgment of 
Sins, and Engagement to Duties, which is annex- 
ed to our Covenants and Confeſſion of Faith. We 
preſume not to offer Arguments to vou, our Teach- 
ers, urg ing this our Cry ʒ but our Bibles inform us, 
that God hath promiſed the greateſt Bleſſings to 
follow ſuch Exerciſes. How then would this 
Church be beautiful as Tirzah, comoly as. jeruſa- 
533 ä lem, 
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lems and: terrible as 0 Army with Banners? And 
we are ſure we, poor Countrymen, fome.of us at 
loaſt, who! are now Waiting — our aſk Change, 5 
would ay, New let thy.Servants depart in Peace, 
for our byes have. ſeen thy Salvation. Tis true, 

we ha Ve our Faſts ſometimes 3: but alas! in Place 
of tending to Unity, they rather increaſe Strife 5 
they are not employed in humbling ourſelves be- 
fore the Lord; in fly ing co Chriſt, and in return- 
ing to the Moſt High, but in Clamour againſt our 
Brethren: And, in too many Places, People are 
not taken np with the great aud neceſſary Works 
of ſuch Days, but in notieing Things that have a 
Tendency to exaſperate againſt Chriſt's Miniſters, 
Jjudicatories, Chureh and Stats. And if the good 
Man ſhall have his Soul elevated ve 

Things, and therefore minds them not, but is 

taken up with the great Buſineſs of the Day, he 

is {ure to be ſeverely cenſured by ſome, as luke- 
warm; lax, and what not. Here is our Grief, 
and goed Ground for a Cry, and ſuch as we have 
heard ſome ef our beſt Miniſters ſay, The Time 

. was, when Faſt-Days were a Pleaſure, but now 
they were-become a Terror to them: For now 
they could not evite either to diſoblige their Con- 
ſciences or their People; Hearers now ſetting up 
As Dictators to their Miniſters; tho', in our diſtant 
Country theſe Things have not taken Place ſo 
much as we hear they havg elſewhere. But to 
return, we have heard it propoſed, that, in the 
Mianagement of. ſuch a Diet of Humiliation, 
Charity and Prudence ſhould be uſed, in for- 
bearing ſuch Things as are now Matter of Con- 
| troverſy 3 yet fill, in humbling . 
ore 


Presbytery, who are. Fathers, the only i — 
a 
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Charity and Love. And if, by the Lordeg Bfef- 

fingy/ this could take at our next Ae, how" 
pleaſantly would . it ſpread into | 
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Judicatories, and ſo into all Corners of | che L 7s; 
Ant it would. be our Joy, world e 


to-delay all Overtures about, ſettling Cor 
ons, wilerein we have Reaſon to think you, wil 
be ſo far from agreeing, that your precious Time 
Will be loſt, which you might well employ te 
infinitely better Purpoſes, until you do fome= 
what to Purpo'e with Reference to Poptry, which 
fo prevails, and the reviving Unity and Religi- 
on; in its Life and Power, and as you afe ſure 
to have our Prayers, ſo, we hope, you ſhall be 
ſo guided of God, as for you we ſhall have 
good Cauſe to offer up our Praiſes 
"IL Very Reverend, _ _ | 3 5 De 
As a Concluſion to this our plain and very 
"ſhort Cry, we cannot but tell you, that laſt Year 
we faid, that we looked upon Patronages as a 
great Burden to this Church, and we ftilt do ſo 3 
* tho? we cannot think the Arguments. againſt 
theſe, which ſome uſe, ſo convincing z for we are 
ſure, that a Father makes Choice of a Phyſici- 
an and Tutor alſo for his Children, and cer- 


tainly he is more fit to do ſo than they for them- 
++ ſelves; ſo that we ſtill think the Miniſters of a 


oo 


”- Perſons, who ſhould make Choite of a Mini 


fo a Congregation, yet ſtill endeayouring to have 


the 
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the Conſent of the well affected Gentry, the 
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cend to them, as to offer a Leet to the Patron 
Choice, when they had but juſt then fworn the 
National Covenant; This neither the Miniſters, 
ſo tar as. we could obferve, much lefs we, could 
anſwer · And if you think it is ſo, pity a Handful 
of poor Countrymen, ſo far as to point at the 


Place in any ot the two Covenants, where. theſe 


are to be fonnd. For we are ſure, that the Na- 
tional Covenant was ſworn but a little before 


theſe Acts were made, and we hope none will 


be ſo uncharitable to ſay, theſe Aſemblies deli- 
berate ly perjured themfelves. And as to the So- 


lemn League, we are as ſure it was ſworn while 
Patronages were not aboliſhed. And what in- 
. creaſes our Difficuity, is, you may eaſily think 


that ſome of us want not the Book, called The 


. Canſes of God's Wrath, But, in that, when 


— 
TH 


Mention is made of the Corruptions in entring 


into the Miniſtry, there is not, in our Copy, one 


Word of Patronages, nor of People rheir elefing 
their own Miniſters. And while we ſpeak of 


the forenamed Aﬀs of Aſſembly; we much want 


to know. what they meant by the better Part of 
ie Congregation, whoſe Conſent they required, 


SIE EP. 


in order to make up a Leet to be preſented to 
th: Patron. We ſtill obſerve Things have been, 
and yet are kept in Generals, for Particulars 
were too delicate, or rather intricate, to be con- 
deſcended on. But our poor Thoughts of this, 
ou had in our laſt Years Cry, © _© 
After we had finiſhed this our Cry, we were 
much ſurpriſed, to find, that tho? our Cry LAſt 
Jear was to the Moderator of the General A- 
ſembh, yet another takes it upon him to anſwer 
it, and make Oblerves on ji. 
. We poor Conntrymen are not Match for one 
who ſeems to be learned, if the many Books he 
names be an Evidence that he is ſo, Jet it you 
will allow us to have but a very ſmall Stock of 
common Country Senſe, we think it wonld be 
DO es Difficulty to remark upon his Remarks, 
and obſerve upon his Obſervations. But, co our 
Grief, we hear of tov much contending and 
diſputing already, and therefore we forbear. 
' Yet this we cannot but add, that whoever hath 
| been the Author of theſe Obſerves, we forgive 
5 him, we pity him. = „„ Ea: 
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